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President 
 

Mrs Diana Reynolds 
 

 

Vice-Presidents 

 
 
 

We are grateful to the following for their continued support 
as Vice-Presidents during the 2013-2014 season 

 
 
 

Mr P Dickens Mr & Mrs J Oxley 

  

Mr & Mrs G J Smith Mr R Watts 

  

Mr W D Willis Dr & Mrs Wray 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Life Members 
 

Mr & Mrs A Philpott 
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Choir Members (June 2014) 

                          
 
 
Soprano Alto Tenor Bass 

    

    Viv Barrett Dina Aird Simon Beirne Ken Adam 

Sally Bentham Anneke Amsden Ray Burridge Roger Chapman 

Noriko Cable Jo Ayres Maurice Crowe Dave Coulstock 

Catherine Coldbeck Mary Benwell Richard Richardson Peter Kiddle 

Glenda Dalton Hanneke Boemer Geoffrey Stopford David Mortlock 

Beryl Davison Anne Chapman John Trevor Philip Titcombe 

Sandra Dexter Margaret Cherry Cyril Wood Richard Watts 

Judi Driver Barbara Ellis 
  Vicki Faiers Valerie Fielder 
  Cathy Faulkner Dorothy Fletcher 
  Isabelle Foreman Mary Hardy 
  Jean Gray Anna Lloyd 
  Betty Hurley Pauline Lyon 
  Helen Jones Rosalind Mennie 
  Joanne Jones Liz Merron 
  Theresa Keefe Janet Miller 
  Joan Kiddle Margaret Oliver 
  Christine Levey Ruth Payne 
  Maggie Middleton Elaine Trevor 
  Christine Page Jean Waldock 
  Margaret Pemble 

   Jean Powell 
   Rosemary Robinson 
   Jill Stebbings 
   Gill Tarbox 
   Judith Watts 
   Lorna Williams 
   Gill Wood 
   

    

    

    Musical Director: 
 

Alan Childs 
 

     

Rehearsal Accompanist: Kevin Vockerodt 
  

  



 

4 

 

Leighton Buzzard Festival Singers 
 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
 

Notice is hereby given that the 2014 Annual General Meeting of the Leighton Buzzard Festival 
Singers will be held on Monday 14th July 2014 at 8:00 p.m. at Clipstone Brook Lower School, 
Leighton Buzzard. 
 
Apologies for non-attendance, resolutions and nominations for Officers and other members of the 
committee should be sent to the Secretary.  Please use the form, below, for your nominations and 
ensure that you have the agreement of all nominees. 
 
Perhaps I could indicate to members that the Membership Secretary has, after a long period of 
service, indicated her intention of standing down from the Committee and that the post of Publicity 
Officer remains unfilled. Volunteers willing to take up these roles are  crucial to the future success of 
the Choir. Please consider seriously standing for election. 
 
 

        Roger Chapman 
 Hon. Secretary 
     22nd June 2014 
 
 

Nomination for Committee 2014-2015 

 
Please indicate position  and enter nominee, proposer and seconder names below; all must sign.  
 
 

...   Officer:................................... 
 

 ...   Ordinary Committee Member 
 
Nominee    ....................................................  Sign ..................................................... 
 
Proposer    ....................................................  Sign ..................................................... 
 
Seconder   ....................................................  Sign ..................................................... 
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Leighton Buzzard Festival Singers 
 
Notice is hereby given under Article 13 of the Constitution of the Leighton Buzzard 
Festival Singers that at the forthcoming Annual General Meeting to be held on 14th 
July 2014 a proposal will be made to adopt the following amendment to the 
Constitution to enable an extension of the time frame within which an AGM must be 
held: 
 
 
10. Annual General Meeting 

Within 4 months of the end of the financial year the members shall be summoned 
to an Annual General Meeting of which at least fourteen days' notice in writing 
shall be given.  

 
 
I need to add that for practical reasons the Committee meeting at which the above 
amendment, changing the permitted time frame from 8 weeks to 4 months, was to be 
fully discussed had to be postponed because of sickness but will be reconvened 
before the AGM. In the event that the Committee is not minded to proceed with the 
amendment this proposal will be withdrawn. Notice is nevertheless being given to 
ensure compliance with the requirements of the Constitution. 
 
 
Roger Chapman        22nd June 2014 
Hon. Secretary 
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2014 Annual General Meeting 
 

Agenda 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence  
 
2. To approve the Minutes of 2013 Annual General Meeting 
 
3. To consider any matters arising 
 
4. To receive the Reports of the Officers 
 

4.1. The Chairman 
4.2. The Musical Director 
4.3. The Treasurer 

 
4.4. To approve the accounts for the year ending May 31st 2014 

 
5. To consider Subscriptions for the season 2014-15 
 
 To note that the Treasurer, supported by the Committee, recommends that  
 Subscription rates remain unchanged for the season 2014-15 
 
6. To elect the President and Vice-Presidents 
 
7. To elect the Officers 
 

To note that under Article 4 i) of the Constitution the Chairman, Deputy 
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are eligible to continue on office 

 
8. To elect not less than 5 or more than 10 other Committee members  
 
9. To appoint a responsible person to examine the Accounts 
 
10. To consider the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution: 

 
That Article 10 of the Constitution be amended to read as follows: 
 
Within 4 months of the end of the financial year the members shall be summoned 
to an Annual General Meeting of which at least fourteen days' notice in writing 
shall be given.  

 
11. Any other business 
 

12. Close & Refreshments 
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Leighton Buzzard Festival Singers 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at  
Clipstone Brook Lower School 

Monday June 24
th

 2013 
 

The Meeting commenced at 8.00 PM. The Chairman welcomed those attending the meeting 
 

1. Apologies 

 

President:   Diana Reynolds 
Vice Presidents:  Mr and Mrs J Oxley, Mr and Mrs G Smith, Mr D Willis, Dr  

  and Mrs D     Wray 
Musical Director:  Alan Childs (who was away on examination duties but  
  available via  phone)  
Members:   Viv Barrett, Maurice Crowe, Tony Dyer, Mary Hardy,  

  Anna Lloyd, Maggie   Middleton, Margaret Oliver, Geoff  
  Stopford, Carol White 
Life members:  Mr and Mrs A Philpott 
 

2. Minutes of 2012 Annual General Meeting 

The Minutes of the 2012 Annual General Meeting were approved.  Their adoption was 
proposed by Simon Beirne, seconded by Joan Kiddle and passed unanimously by the 
Meeting. 
 

3. Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising not otherwise included in the agenda 
 

4. Reports of the Officers 
 
4.1. The Chairman 

In presenting her report, the Chairman thanked Mary Benwell for her work and expertise 
in producing the recent survey. The Chairman reported that, in respect of a deputy 
musical director, a job description was being drawn up together with plans for the 
identification and recruitment of a suitable person to the post and assured members that 
this development would be cost neutral. 
The Committee would be looking widely for a suitable recruit to the post and the 
Chairman assured members that all suggestions of suitable individuals would be 
welcome and that members would be kept in touch with progress. 
The recommendation to recruit a deputy musical director was proposed by Betty Hurley, 
seconded by Peter Kiddle and approved unanimously. 
The Chairman expressed the thanks of the choir to Richard Watts for introducing the 
familiarisation of new music by playing through new pieces and also expressed thanks to 
all those who contributed to the various fund raising  
activities. 
 
The Chairman’s report was approved with acclamation. 
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4.2. The Musical Director 

The musical director was available if required to the meeting via mobile phone, but his 
report was received and no questions were raised. 
 
The thanks of the meeting were expressed to Alan Childs for his contagious enthusiasm 
and leadership and to Kevin Vockerodt for his superb work as accompanist and as 
soloist at concerts. 
 

4.3. The Treasurer 

In presenting her report the treasurer highlighted the financial impact of the reduction in 
membership over the last year, although noting the arrival of three recent new members, 
and emphasised the importance of continuing fundraising as having fundamental 
implications for the choir’s future activities. 
A question was asked, and the discussion followed, about the value for money of the 
cost of storing music. It was noted that not all choirs maintained their own libraries and 
an example was given another choir where members paid for the hire of their music. The 
Chairman committed the Committee to consider the future of the library and possible 
alternatives. 
A brief discussion followed about the musical and budgetary implications of orchestra 
selection and size and the matter was referred to the Committee for further consideration 
and action. 
 
Adoption of the accounts was proposed by Joan Kiddle, seconded by Margaret Pemble 
and approved unanimously. 
 

5. Subscription for the season 2013 – 2014 

The revised subscriptions policy was proposed by Teresa Keefe, seconded by Jean 
Powell and approved unanimously 
 
A recommendation from the Committee to raise the level of both full and concessionary 
subscriptions by £5 per annum, to £150 full membership and £125 for concessions, was 
proposed by Margaret Pemble, seconded by Cathy Faulkner and approved unanimously. 
 

6. Election of President and Vice-presidents 

Diana Reynolds had indicated her willingness to continue in office as President, as had 
all the Vice- Presidents. 
 
Mary Benwell proposed that the President and Vice-Presidents be re-elected en bloc, the 
proposal was seconded by Chris Levy and passed unanimously by the meeting. 

 

7. Election of Officers 

Under Article 4 (i) of the Constitution the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer were 
continuing in office 
It was proposed by Maurice Crowe, seconded by Dave Coulstock and passed with 
acclamation that Richard Watts be elected Deputy Chairman. 
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8. Election of Committee Members 

Ken Adam had been nominated for Committee membership by Roger Chapman and 
seconded by Dave Coulstock 
Anna Lloyd had been nominated for Committee membership by Mary Benwell and 
seconded by Margaret Oliver 
Mary Benwell, Simon Beirne, Catherine Coldbeck, Dave Coulstock and Teresa Keefe 
had all indicated their willingness to stand again for the Committee. 
 
It was proposed by Richard Watts, seconded by Peter Kiddle and approved by 
acclamation that all the above members be elected to the Committee for the season 
2013-2014. 
 

9. Appointment of a responsible person to examine the accounts  

It was proposed by Joan Kiddle and seconded by Catherine Coldbeck and passed 
unanimously by the meeting that Cyril Wood be reappointed as the responsible person to 
examine the accounts  
 

10. Adoption of two amendments to the constitution 

Two proposed amendments to the Constitution had been notified, as required under the 
Constitution, to members as follows: 
 

That article 4 i) be amended by the addition of the words:  
or at an Extraordinary General Meeting convened in compliance 
with article  
11 of this Constitution. 

 
That article 4 be amended by the addition of a sub-paragraph iii) as 
follows: 

iii) The committee shall have the power to co-opt up to 2 additional 
members 
 

Roger Chapman set out the reasoning behind the 2 proposed amendments. A proposal 
that the amendments be adopted was made by Joan Kiddle, seconded by Catherine 
Coldbeck and passed unanimously by the meeting. 
 

11. Any other business 

A question was asked about the availability of music for the forthcoming concert in reply 
to which Catherine Coldbeck assured members that all music should be with members 
by the end of the current term. 

 
The meeting closed at 9:30 PM 
  



 

10 

 

Chairman's Report 
 
 

Due to sickness it has not been  possible to include a written report. It is anticipated 
that an oral report will be made at the Meeting. 
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Musical Director's Report 
 
On a gloriously warm and sunny June Sunday morning I am surrounded by a wonderful 
chorus of African birds as I sit in the gardens of the Humura Resort Hotel in Kampala, 
Uganda composing this annual report. This reminds me that we as a society have much to 
sing about and be proud of as we reflect upon the past season's performances. 
 
Autumn rehearsals began with reservations from some members regarding the choice of 
programme. However, the Music with Royal Connections concert proved to be a huge 
success with the large audience that attended at St Barnabas' Church, Linslade. We greatly 
enjoyed the contribution made to this performance by the South Beds Youth Voices and the 
massed voices for certain items really raised the roof. If I am not mistaken, this was also the 
first time LBFS has performed live with a backing track!  Our thanks to Richard Watts for 
making this innovation possible. 
 
This concert was a reminder to us all that we must move with changing times and be open to 
repertoire that we might not have previously considered.  Our hard work at weekly 
rehearsals is wasted if we do not have an audience to sing to at concerts. Our personal 
musical preferences must, at times, be set to one side as we seek to find programmes that 
will attract a 21st century audience.  The Committee and I are committed to finding an 
acceptable balance of music that will inspire you, the singers, but also attract and entertain 
both loyal and new audience members and potential new choir members. We are all tasked 
with enthusiastically spreading the word about LBFS to family, friends and work colleagues 
in an effort to ensure the survival of our society. 
 
We ended 2013 with an extremely well-received Christmas Concert in Stanbridge.  The 
audience for this event seems to grow year by year and our visit has become a tradition that 
is much looked forward to by the people of Stanbridge.  The selection of carols for this 
performance was taken from The Faber Carol Book - the original works and varied 
arrangements of popular carols were much enjoyed by the audience, many of whom made 
positive comments about the up-beat choice of repertoire. We were extremely grateful to 
Harvey Grant for stepping in at short notice to accompany this concert.  
 
2014 began with rehearsals for the May performance of Rossini's Petite Messe Solennelle. 
Neither short or solemn we tackled with enthusiasm the long and demanding choral fugues - 
did anyone actually count how many times we had to sing Amen?  The concert was a 
triumph! We were fortunate to have four excellent soloists whose voices were perfect for this 
work and who genuinely enjoyed working with us all. We could not have considered this 
work without the pianistic expertise of Kevin Vockerodt and the support given by John 
Wearmouth on the candlelit harmonium.  You,  the choir, sounded superb too and gave the 
audience an evening to remember. 
 
My thanks to you all for three excellent concerts and let's not forget the time and energy 
many of you gave to perform at weddings and corporate Christmas events to raise much 
needed money for LBFS. As always I am extremely grateful for the work done behind the 
scenes by our Chairman and Committee who ensure the smooth running of all events. I, and 
I know you too, value greatly the weekly contribution made at the piano by Kevin and we 
thank him for his loyal service to LBFS. 
 
We look forward to kicking off the 2014/15 Season with Bach's Christmas Oratorio and I feel 
confident that your continued support will ensure we have enjoyable rehearsals and more 
great concerts over the coming year. 
 
Alan J Childs 



 

12 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Welcome to my seventh treasurer’s report. This year the choir’s finances have been 
closely monitored, and concert costs restrained wherever possible, to ensure there is 
enough to stage the orchestral concert in November 2014. As a result the financial 
position has remained stable with no further deterioration in the net assets. However, 
the long-term situation of the choir still remains precarious, as noted below. 

 

For the financial year ended 31
st 

May 2014, the choir had net receipts of £215 (2013: net 

expenses £4,373).   On 31
st  

May 2014 there was £5,758 (2012: 

£5,125) in the bank and cash accounts, with creditors still to pay of £1,867 (2013: 
creditors of £1,389). 

 
In my report last year I stated that “in my opinion, the choir needs a minimum cash 
balance of £8,000 before considering staging an orchestral concert.” You will see from 
the above figures that this is not the case. To ensure the choir stays financially viable 
after the November concert we either need to increase our income or decrease our 
expenses, or a bit of both. Hopefully we will be asked to attend some Christmas 
corporate events at Woburn again, which proved so lucrative last December. Also the 
October workshop should generate funds if it is well attended. The budget for the 
November concert should be looked at closely to see where savings can be made. 

 
The concert account is attached for your information. The net expenses of all concerts for 
the year were £2,212 (2013: £7,928, 2012: £1,490.26, 2011: 

 

£6,481.91, 2010: £6,226.09, 2009: £3,625.05). The St Barnabas concert, where we 
hosted the South Beds Youth Voices, was particularly successful with net receipts  of  
£127.55. The ticket and programme income for the Rossini concert in May 2014 was 
down on the previous May concert (£1,203.00 compared to £1,469.00 for the Karl 
Jenkins concert). Also the requirement of four soloists and having to hire both a piano 
and harmonium contributed to the deficit of £2,487.18 for this concert. 

 
 
Members’ subscriptions have increased from £6,986 last year to £7,471 this year. This is 
largely due to the £5 increase in  subscription  rate.  Plus although a couple of members 
have left, there have been more new members arriving leading to a small net increase in 
the number of members. 



 

 

Net fundraising of £1,238 was slightly less than last year, but is vital to the choir and needs to be 
sustained (net fundraising income 2013: £1,520, 2012: 

£2,809, 2011: £694).  The main fundraising activities were as follows: 

 

Activity 
Net 
income 
2013/14 £ 

Net 
income 
2012/13 £ 

Net 
income 
2011/12 £ 

Burns Night 0 886 811 

Quiz Night 0 0 768 

Garden Party 555 479 576 

Sweet Surprise evening 0 0 287 

Amazon.co.uk commission 66 54 180 

Target Stamps 100 0 100 

Book Exchange 0 19 61 

Buy.at Festival Singers.com 0 31 26 

AGM raffle/cake sale 107 36 0 

Sale of sweatshirts 0 15 0 

Cake, CD sales 299 0 0 

Margaret Pemble’s sales of 
jams & marmalades 

44 0 0 

Cathy Faulkner’s sale of 
calendars 

67 0 0 

 

 

We also raised £724 by carol singing at Woburn Golf Club which was donated to our chosen charity 
East Anglian Air Ambulance. £80.39 was raised for St Columba’s Hospice, in memory of Audrey 
Solomon. 

 
The choir earns other income from charging fees for attending weddings or corporate events and 
hiring out our music to third parties. The level is up from last year to £1,264 (2013: £500) entirely 
due to the carol singing at four Christmas corporate events at Woburn. 

 
The subscriptions are currently set at £150 for the full rate and £125 for the concessional rate. 
My calculation of the fixed costs (excluding music and concert costs) of the choir per member 
amounts to around £138 which is the same as last year. Music amounts to another £10.50 each on 
average, which is less than the £18 each last year, as we have used libraries rather than 
publishers wherever possible. At the end of August 2014 I will claim the gift aid on this year’s 
subscriptions which will contribute towards the shortfall between fixed costs and subscription 
income. I am inclined to recommend that the subscriptions stay the same for 2014/15. This is 
because we have worked hard to keep costs down and a £5 increase in subscriptions would 

generate less than £300 with the current number of members. We want to keep and attract 
more members rather than deter them with ever increasing subscriptions. However, I would like to 
point out again that the current subscription is still excellent value for money, working out at less than 
£4 each per rehearsal. 
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For your information, the tuition fee element (for gift aid purposes) for the forthcoming year will 
be £70, with either £80 or £55 as the general membership part. 

 
As in previous years, I would like to thank all those Vice Presidents and friends of the choir 
who have made personal financial contributions. Your generosity is always appreciated. 

 
 
 
Ruth Payne 
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LEIGHTON BUZZARD FESTIVAL SINGERS 

Registered Charity Number 299517 
 

Gift Aid Declaration 

 
 

Donor 
 
Title ____   Forename(s) ___________________  Surname ______________ 
 
 

Address _____________________________________________________            
  _____________________________________________________   

  _____________________________________________________                           
                              
 

Declaration 

 
I want the Leighton Buzzard Festival Singers to treat as Gift Aid donations and reclaim tax 
on all subscriptions and donations which I make from the date of this donation until I notify 
you otherwise. 
 
 
 

Signature ____________________________  Date ___________________ 
 
 
 
 

Notes 

 
 You may cancel this declaration at any time by informing the Treasurer of the 

Society. 
 

 You must pay an amount of income tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to 
the tax that the Society reclaims on your donations in the tax year (currently 25p for 
each £1 you give). 

 
 If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax equal to that 

which the Society reclaims, you can cancel your declaration.  
 

 If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further relief in your Self Assessment 
Tax Return.    

 
 
 
LBFS Season Report 2011-2012      

 

 


